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TO THE 


CONGREGATION | 


OF 


Proteſt ant DISSENTERS 
IN 


DOWNPATRICK 


Gentlemen, 


Y conſenting to make the fol- 
lowing Diſcourſe public, in 


Compliance with your unanimous 
and earneſt Requeſt, notwithſtand- 


ing the Hurry and other Diſadvan- 
tages Under which it was compoſed, 


15 a convincing Proot of my Readi- 
neſs to ſacrifice any little "Rendede 
tion I might hope for, as a Preacher, 


to the doing you a Pleaſure. Jam 
fully ſatisfied what it was that chief, 
prevailed upon you to make nie 


M* 


c 


this Requelt ; namely, the ſetting 


that truly great Man's Character in 
a proper Light, and vindicating him 
from theſe ignorant or malicious 
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Aſperſions: to which Men of ems 


nent Uſefulneſs and great Worth have 
ever been expoſed. All that I have 
to ask in return for my Comply- 
ing, is that you would continue 
to value his Memory, to imitate 
his Virtues, and to profit by his 
Inſtructions; and that you would 
be pleaſed to meditate ſeriouſſy up- 
on the great and important Truths 
treated of in the following Diſ— 
courſe, notwichſtanding the plain 
and familiar Dreſs in which 5 
are repreſented. By your doing ſo 
I ſhall learn to bear, if not t deſ- 
piſe, the Cenſures of thoſe who can 
be. pleaſed with nothing but what 
is wrote with Taſte and Politeneſe, 
and ſhall have no,REaſon to repent. 
that I gave you © is Teſtimony of 


being Geaflemen, 


(4; ver affectionate Friend, 


aud bumble &. ervant 


Alexander Colvill, 
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2 TimoThy IV. 7, 8. 


T have fought a good Fight, I have finiſhed my Courſe, \.. 
J have kept the Faith: henceforth there is laid up 
for me a Crown of Righteouſneſs, which the Lord the 


Righteous Judge ſhall give me in that Day: and not | 
to me only, hut unto all them alſo that love bis aps . 


pearing® CN 


8 7 : 2d 'S 
* © 
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1 the preceding part of this Chapter St. 


able Sentence at the Tribunal of the Lord Jeſus: 
time ro come hare the Advantage of this Apoltle's, 


for, ſays he, I am now ready to be offered up, and tbe. 
lime if | 
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Paul gives a molt ſolemn Charge to LfjVðt e 
to do the V ort of an Evangeliſt, and make full, 
Proof of his Miniſtry, as he would hope for a favour»; _ 


Chriſt ;” and farther ſugpeſls that ere long Men would _ 
not endure ſound Dofrine, nor would Timothy in, 


Example and Inſtructions ro excite bim ro Zeal dd, 
Diligence in diſcharging the Dutics of his Office ß 
| my Departure is at hand. And inthe Words. 88 5 
of the Text he acquaints him that the Reffectſen 
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[ 6. 4 N 
upon a Life ſpent in the Study and Practice of Vir- 
tue and true Religion, and in recommending and . 
enforcing it upon the Hearts and Lives of others, ' 
not withitanding the Oppoſition and Diſcourage- | 
ments he met with in ſo good a Work, was thar 
which both ſupported him under the View of his 
approaching Diſſolution, and filled his Soul with 
| the moſt glorious Hopes, and joyful Expectations, of. 
being approved andrewarded by his righteous Judge, 
in that Day. Thus we may ſee the View the Apoſtle 
had in the Words of my Text, and their Connec- 
tion with the preceding Verſes; and they contain, 


Finns r, A Deſcription of a worthy Diſciple and 
Miniſter of Jeſus, I have fought a good Fight, I have 
fitiſhed my Courſe, I have kept the Faith, | 


SECONDLY, The glorious Reward which ſuch 
as act their Part well, have the belt grounded Expec- 
tations of, henceforth there is laid up for me a Crown 
of Righteouſneſs, which the Lord the Righteows Judge, 
will give me at that Day, and not to me only but 
* unto all them alſo that love his appearing. 


Tho' 'tis extremely probable that in the firſt 
Clauſe St. Paul has a particular Regard to the 
Difficulties which he had to encounter as an A- 
. Poſtle, and the noble Efforts he made for the Eſta- 
bliſhment of Chriſtiaraty, and that L'berty wherewith 
Chriſt has made us Chriſtians free, yet as he aſſerts 
that the Lord the righteous Fudge will give that 
Crown of Righteouſneſs to all who after his Ex- 
ample ſhould fight tbe good Fight, and finiſh their 
Courſe, or, in other Words, who love Chriſt's ap- 

pearing; and, as I apprehend, it may better ſuite 
the preſent Occaſion, and be of more general Uſe, 
| to 
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to conſider this great Apoſtle rather as an Example 


of Chriſtians and Chriſtian Miniſters, than as an 
Apoſtle extraordinarily aſſiſted and ſupported, in 
which Light he is a fitter Object of our Admi- 
ration than of our Imitation, I ſhall in the fol- 


lowing Diſcourſe confine my {elf to this latter Senſe 


which the Words, 1 think, are alfo intended to 
convey unto us. 3 * | 

*® Whoever will be at Pains to compare theſe 
Words with what the ſame Apoltle fays to the 
Corinthians, in his firſt Epiſtle ix Chap. from 
the 24th Verſe, will clearly ſee that in explaining 
the Duties and Rewards of the Diſciples of Fe- 


. ſus, he uſes a Metaphor taken from the Olympic 


Games, ſo highly celebrated in that Age and Part 


of the World; to be Victors in which the leveral 


Candidates contended with great Earneſtneſs, for a 


Crown that quickly faded; and that not withſtand- 


ing there were many and great Scverities to be 


ſubmitted to, to fit and qualify Men for theſe 
Exerciſes; and, after all, ſuch vaſt Hazard and 
Uncertainty in their coming off Conquerors in the 
End. From hence he argues how much more be- 
coming us, and worth our while, it muſt be ta ex- 
erciſe an holy Diſcipline and Severity upon our 
ſelves in order to our having Succe's in our Chriſtian 


. Courſe and Warfare, where the Prize we. contend 


for is a righteous and inconuftible Ciown, and 


may be obtained by every Candidate that exerts 
himſelt with Selt-denial, Zeal, and Perſeverance. 


If you will a little more particularly conſideß 


theſe figurative Expreſſions, I perſuade my {elf you 
Duty of the Diſciples of ſeſus, and the Terms nponthe 


Performance whereof their hopes of being accepted 
and rewarded at the great Day do ſolely depend. 
. Er . 13 And 


will find them very properly choſen to ſet ſorth the 


. CS oo | | 
And firſt he ſays, I have fought the god 
Fight. Any one who conſiders human © Na 
ture, and the Circumſtances and Condition of our 
Being, will clearly ſce that we are put into a 
{tate of Diſcipline, that by acquiring Knowledge 
and Virtue we may raiſe our Natures to the higheltt 
'Dignny and Happinefs of which they are capable, 
and, that in oder to this, God has molt wiſely 
endued us, not only with the Powers of Rea- 
ſon and Underſtanding to diſtinguiſh between 
Good and Evil, and of good Affections and 
Coynſciæuce to applaud or reprove us according as 
we behave well or ill; but has alſo implanted in 
our Natures lower Appetires and Paſſions, neceſfiry 
indecd for us in this imperfect State and beginning 
of Exiſlence, as an exerciſe of Virtue, and a trial of 
our Obedience to the Laws of God, written in 
our Hearts, and revealed in his Word, Theſe 
Appetites and Paſſions are not Conſequences of our firſt 
Parents Sin, as unthinking Men have ſometimes 
fondly imagined, nor abſolutely evil in themſelves; but 
original Parts of our Frame, all calculated either 
for our own Pr: ſervation, or the Continuation of 
our Race in the World. They were part of the 
Nature of the firſt Man before he tranſgreſſed, and 
moſt of them are taken notice of, as being fre- 
quently exerted by the Son of God himſelf when 
tabernacling among us. However, it mult be ac- 
knowledged that the Extravagance of unbridled 
Appetite and Paſſion is Sin; rhe Order and Beauty 
of the Human Frame is hereby ſubverted, and of 
conſequence a Foundation is laid for the Accu- 
fat ions of Conſcience, and the moſt bitter Panꝑs of 
Remorſe. As by being Creatures ſenſible of Plea- 
ſure and Pain, we muſt neceſſarily deſire and pur- 
ſye whatever we find miniſters to our Satisfec - 
FT} on 
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tion; ſo by the joint Powers of Reaſon and Igefiece 

tion we are taught and diſpoſed to ſtop our felves ſhort 

in thele Purſuits, in which we cannot innocently in- 
dulge. Theſe two Principles of Action, according 

as they are attended to and obeyed, characterize 

| the Man, Whilſt we gratify our, natural Ap- 
4 petites and Paſſions ſa far only as our Realon di- 
rects, and our. reflecting Powers approve, and as 
the Law of God allows, without breaking in up- 
on the Intereſts and Rights of others, or injuring, 
or at leaſt rendring doubtful and precarious, our 
own more important Intereſts, we are innocent. 
But if at all adventures we blindly and impetuouſly 
purſue whatever for the preſent appears agreeable, 
without regard to the Natures and Conſequences 
of Things, neglecting to liſten to the higher and 
commanding Powers of our Minds, or to grow 
wiſer by our Experience and the former Rebukes 
of Conſcience; in this caſe we become guilty to 
our ſclves, and to all other Minds formed, as we 
are, in the Image of God. Our Paſſions and Ap- 
petites, as I have ſaid, are natural to us, are apart 
of the Divine Workmanſhip, and ſo neceſſary for 
us in this ſtate of Diſcipline, that ro want any 
of them, or to have them in too ſmall and diſpro- 
portionate a Degree, would be our Blemiſh, Im- 


perfeEtion and Loſs. However, it muſt be admit: 
red, on the other hand, that ſome of them, per- 8 
haps by the very Temperament of the Body, maß *1 
be ſtronger in us than others are; theſe thro' bad 4 
Example and a careleſs and unhappy Education, 4 


in that time of Life when Reaſon is eicher nang | 
at all, or very imperfect, become fo violent, and} © * 2 
lay the Foundation of ſuch fliong Habits ss A 
not calily maſtered z and will afford matter of 
Trial and Exerciſe to gaad Meu all their Days, 

| _ : | ice 


” n „ 
3 o n - 
K U a 
” o 
— * 5 % 
© 4 x 
„ * 
o * 4 * 
- 


ks. ts r 2 


[ +7 


| Theſe ditproportionate Appetites and Paſſions, like | 
+ a monllrous Feature in a fine Picture, ſpoil the 


beautiful and harmonious Form of human Nature, 
ſa that we loſe that Pleaſure in contemplating ir 
that otherwile muſt neceſſarily ariſe in our Minds. 
And this State in Seripture Stile is repreſented by 
the Figures of Body and Spirit, the natural and the ſpi- 
ritual Mau, the Law in our Members warring againſt 


the Law in our Minds, leading us into Captivity to- _ 
ihe Law of Sin and Death. Our Duty, Intereſt, * 


and Happineſs mult lye in making head againſt, bear- 
ing down and overcoming the Extravagance of 
theſe Paſſions and Appetites, and in liſtening to our 
Reaſon, Conlcience, and good Affections; by this 
means throwing off the Yoke and Dominion of 


Sin, that we may no longer ſerve it, and attaining 


to the Liberty of the Sons of God, a Liberty 
of acting as our beſt and nobleſt Powers direct and 


approve, and which Experience tells us will beſt 


piomote our own and others preſent and future 
Happineſs, without thele allays of Shame and Re- 
morſe with which criminal Satisfactions are at- 
rended, It is from this juſt View of human Na- 


ture that the ſacred Scriptures repreſent us as un- 


der an indeſpenſible Obligation to maintain a con- 
tinual warfare with impetuous Luſts and Paſſions; 
for Reaſon and good Aﬀections muſt either ſub- 
due them and bring them under, or be overceme 
by them. This is the Meaning of theſe Directi- 
ons, that Chriſtians muſt mortify the old Man with 
his Deeds, and crucify the Fleſh with the Luſis and 
AﬀeRions thereof, muſt fight the good Fight of Faith 
till we overcome. And the Means and Inſtruments 
of Religion are mercifully and wiſely choſen and 
appointed of God to aſſiſt us in this holy War- 


fare, luch as a firm Bclict of the Being and glo- 
rious 
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Immurtality to Light; all conſpire to excite and aſſiſt 


#  thoughtlels Love of preſent bodily and ſenſual Plea- 


bim who was meek and lowly, and 10 deny themſelves, 
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rious Perfections of the Deity, the Holineſs, Be- , 
nevolence and Compaſſion of his NMatute, evident 7 
in all his Works, but chicfly in his Difpentation “ — 
of Grace to the World by his Son Jeſus Chriſt; 
the Doctrine, Promiſes, and Threatnings of the 
Goſpel ; the Example, Death, Reſurrection, and 
Aſſenſion of the Son of God, who brourht Life and 


us in this good Work of ſubduing an extravagant and 


ſure ; and therefore this is called the Fight of Faith, 
and our Victory over the World is even thro our 
Faith. Thus Moſes by looking at (that is conſider» 
ing) Him who is inviſible, refuſed to be called the 
Son of Pharaoh's Daughter, and choſe ratler to ſuffer 
Afuttions with the People of God than enjuy the Plea- 
ſures of Sin for a Seaſon. Holy Men of old not 
only deſpiſed Pleaſures, when they could not be 
enjoy'd without making ſhipwreck of Faith and a 
good Conſcience, but ſubmitted to the molt cruel 
Pains of which our Natures have the greateſt 
Abhorrence : They were tortured not accepting Da- 
liverance that they might obtain a beiter Reſurrefli- 
on; had Trials of crucl Mockings and Scourgings, of 
Bonds and Impriſonments; they were ſloned,” they were 
fawn aſunder, were tempted, were ſlain with the Sword ; 
and thro their Faith they ſubdued Kingdoms, wrought 
Righteouſneſs, obtained the Promiſes, ftoped the Mouths 
of Lions, quenched the Violence of the Fire, eſcaped the 
Edge of the Sword, And our Bleſſed Lord by his 
great Selt-denial, and Submiſſion to the good Plea- 
ſure of his Heavenly Father, made it yet more in- 
diſpenſibly the Duty of his Diſciples to learn of 


taking up their Croſs and following, or imitating, him. 
Fete 5 B 2 Thus 
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World, and baffled all the Aſſaults of Satan; and 


E 


Thus you ſee what Enemy we are to combat with, 


and by what Weapon we may hope to overcome, 
even our Faith, Tis true Satan and the World 
are ſometimes repreſented in Scripture as Enemies 
againſt whom we ought to ſtand upon our guard; 

ct it is evident that they could not hurt us but 
bis means of theſe Appetites, Paſſions, and Luſts; 
the things that are in the World are the Lufts of 
the Fleſh, the Luſts of the Eye, and ibe Pride of 
Liſe; and where a Perſon hath attained to great 
Self-government, and ſtrength of Faith, . Satan's 
Temptations will be eaſily baffled, and his frery 
Darts quenched, I might farther obſerve to you 
that this Similitude of Chriſtians being in a war- 
firing State ſerves to teach us that we ought to 
maintain a conſtant Watchfulneſs over our ſelves, 
leſt we be ſurprized into Faults; the rather be- 
cauſe the Enemy is as it were within our very 
Walls: H/hat 1 ſay unto you (fays our Lord to his 
Apoſtles) I ſay unto all, watch. And watch and 
pray that ye enter not into Temptations, for tho" the 
Spirit indeed be willing yet the Fleſh is weak, Vio- 
Jenr Tranſports of Paſſion, or ſudden guſts of 
Luft, may otherwiſe” ſhipwreck our Souls, and 
we perith withour Remedy. Moreover if we are 
fighting the goed Figbt of Faith let us arm our ſelves 
with the molt reſolute Fortirude, and ſteady Con- 
ſtancy ; and in order to this let us conſider under 
what Leader we are to combat; with what Arms 
and Aſſiſtances; in what Cauſe, encompaſſed about 


with whet W'itneſſes; and for what Glory and 


Reward. What Shame and Diſgrace would it be 
to us, ſhou'd we fear or give up, when we fight 
under the Captain of our Salvation; who, by a 
Juſt Selſ⸗ government, hath already overcome the 


by 


bs, a 
by his Doctrine, Example, and promiſed Aids, has 


furniſhed us with the moſt glorious Aſſiſtances, 
Encouragements, and Hopes? Are we not called 
upon to put on the whole Armour of God, that we 
may withſiand in the Evil Day, and having done all 
may fland ? Have we not the Helmet of Salvation, 
the Breaſfiplate of Righteouſneſs, the Shield of Faith 
whereby we may quench the fiery Darts of the wick- 
ed One, the Sword of the Spirit which is is the Word 
of God, and our Feet ſbod with the Preparation of 
the Goſpel of Peace? How plorious is the Cauie 
we are called to contend in? Nothing lets than 
the keeping Reaſon and Conſcience on the Throne, 
acquiring virtuous Diſpoſitions, cheriſhing good At- 
fections, and bearing down bad ones, raiſing our 
Natures to the higheſt Excellency of which they 
are capable, by imitating the greateſt and beſt of 
Beings z and thus making our (elves meet for a 
Glory and Felicity with the bleſſed above, ſuch 
as Eye hath not ſeen, nor Ear heard, nor hath it 
entred into the Heart of Man at any time 10 con- 
ceive. And is not this a conflict in which many be- 
fore us have ſucceſsfully engaged? The Prophets 
and Apoſtles, the noble Army of Confeſſors and 
Martyrs, and a vaſt number of Chriſtians, who had 
no ſuch extraordinary Aſſiſtances and Attainments 
have ſtood the Shock of the Enemies we have to 
encounter, and have come off with Honour and 
Succeſs. And tho' the Difficulties with which 
Virtue and Religion are attended, in this Meta- 
phor are evidently ſuppoſed, a warfaring State 
being neceſſarily attended with many Perils and 
Toils, yet when we call to mind that our ALL 
is at Stake, not the vain Punctilios of Honour, 
not the graſping a wide Dominion, or the amaſſing 
| Riches that take to themſelves Wings and fy 28 
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but the ennobling our Natures, treaſuring up eter- 
nal Peace in our own Breaſts, from a Conſcience 
that we have been faithful Servants of God, and 
Diſciples of Jeſus, and have done well; ſecuring 
to our ſelves the Favour of the greateſt and beſt 
of Beings, in whoſe Favour there is Life, and in 
being fitted for the Society, Services, and Glory of 
the bleſſed above. I ſay when we labour and look 
for ſuch Things as theſe, can we heſitate one Mo- 
ment whether ali the Hardſhips, Perils, Labours, 
and Sufferings of our militant State be ' worthy to 
be metioned or at all compared with the Glory that 
Hall be revealed in us? 

The Apoſtle doth alſo compare the diſcharging 
the Duties of a Chriſtian, and Chriſtian Miniſter, 
unto a Race, another of theſe Exerciſes performed 
in the Olympic Games. I have finiſhed my Courſe, 
ſays he. Now in whatever way we ſuppoſe theſe 
Races were run, the Perſons that centred the Lifts 
were at great pains before hand to qualify them- 
ſelves for acting their Parts with Honour, and ob- 
raining the Prize; they were obliged, if they hoped 
to have the Crown adjudged to them, to com- 
ply with and conform themielves unto the Laws of 

the Courſe, and with much Toil, Sweat, and Per- 
ſeverance, to endeayour to outſtrip their Competi- 
tors, without giving up or ſlackening their Pace 
till got to the Goal. Thus are we evidently ad- 
mopiſhed, by the due and diligent uſe of the in- 
ſtrumental Parts of Religion, to get the better 
of our Proneneſs, to vain tranſitory and fintul Pleas 
fures, ſuch as :Selt-RefleQtion, Prayer, the reading 
and hearing of the Word of God, partaking of 
the holy Sacrament, frequent and {ſerious Reſoluti- 
ons againſt ſinful [ndulgences, and a conſtant Watch 

| over 
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over our Hearts, and the very Tendencies and Pro- 
penſities of our Souls ; keeping at a Diſtance from 


FI 
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all manner of Evil and the Appearances of it, and 


eſpecially thoſe Sins which do moſt cafily beſet us, 
to which we are moſt expoſed, and by which we 


ave been moſt frequently overcome; and alfo by 
a careful and regular Diſcharge ct all the Duties 
ot Picty, Righteouſneſs, Sincerity, Charity, Mor- 


tification, and Selt-denial, to acquire ſuch ſtrong 
and ſettled Habits of Virtue, as that the empty 
Vanities and ſenſual Gratifications of this World 
ſhould be of no Force to prevail with us either to 
give up and ſlacken our Pace Gy which means we 
thould forfeit all our former Hopes, and loſe the 
Advantage of our firſt Labours) or, what is ſtill 
worſe, divert us from thole Paths which the giver 
of the Prize and Judge of the Courſe has pre- 
{ſcribed to all ſuch as would hope for the Crown. 
That this is the true Senſe and Intention of the 
Apoſtle is evident from paralel Paſſages, 1 Cor. ix. 
24. Know ye not that they who run in a Race run 
all, but one obtaineth the Prize? ſo run that ye may 
obtain; and every Man that ſtriveth for the Maſtery 
is temperate in all things; now they do it to obtain 
a corruptible Crown, but we an incorruptible. I 
therefore ſo run not as uncertainly——— But I keep my 


Body under, and bring it into Subjeftion, leſt that by 


any Means when I have preached the Goſpel unto o- 
thers I my ſelf ſhould be a caſt away, that is dilap- 
proved by the giver of the Prize. And Heb, xii. 1. 
Wherefore ſeeing we are compaſſed about with ſo great 
a cloud of Witneſſes, let us. lay aſide every Weight and 
the Sin which doth ſo eafily beſet us, and run with 


Patience the Race that is ſet before us, looking unto. © 


Feſus the Author and Finiſher of our Faith. | 
: | Thus 
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Thus have I attempted to ſhew what is con- 
tained in the firſt Part of the Text, namely the 
Deſcription of a Chriſtian, and a Miniſter of Jeſus. 
In the latter Part of it we have an account of the 
Prize for which they contend and run. Henceforth 
there is laid up for me a Crown of Righteouſneſs which 


the Lord the righteous Judge will give me in that Day, 
and not to mo only but unto all them alſo that love his ap- 
pearing. This Reward is called a Crown, either to keep 


up to the Alluſion of a Crown or Chaplet of Flowers, 


which was all the Prize contended tor by: the Can- 


didates in the Olympic Games, or elle to expreſs 
that Glory, Joy and Triumph with which our fu- 
ture Happineſs ſhall. be attended. The giver of 
the Crown is the Lord Jelus Chriſt, the Son of 
God, who is generally, if not always, meant by the 
Title Loa p when it ſtands alone in the New 
Teſtament and without any other Epithet; but in 
this Caſe it will admit of no Doubt, becauſe wwe 
know aſſinedly that his Father bath made him both 
Lord and Chriſt. That the Father himſelf, or.in his 
own Verſon, will judge no Man, but hath committed 
all Judgment to the Son, at. whoſe Tribunal we muſs 
all fland, for he bas received Authority to execute 
Judgment becauſe he is the Son of Man. And as a 
Reward for his ſuffering of Death he is cloathed with 
this Glory and Honour, that ——— Every Tongue ſhould 
confeſs him to be LoRD to the Glory of the Father, 
The Crown is called & Crown of Righteouſneſs be- 
cauſe it is conferred in. conſequence of the free Pro- 
mile of a righteous God, who therefore from the 
Truth and Righteouſneſs of his Nature will not 
ſuffer ſuch as truſled in bim to be aſhamed. of their 
Confidence. - And allo becauſe it is the Reward of 
a holy and righteous Temper and Behaviour, which 
though not merited by us, will be given iz pro- 
partion 


RR 
portion, ta the Improvement of our Talents and ac- 
cording to our Works, without which Holineſs no 
Man ſhall fee the Lord. And likewiſe becauſe the 


is hat moſt properly ſhould be called their Crown 
and Reward, And that we might be aſſured this 
high Reward is not confined to Men of ſuch 
diſtinguiſhed Grace and Uſefulneſs as St. Paul, he 
adds, that it will be given not to him only but to 
ail thoſe alſo that love the appearing of this righteons 
Lord; that is, to every ſincere good Chriſtian, who 
lives as theſe ought to do, who know they ate 
to anſwer for the Temper of their Minds, and the 
Conduct of their Lives, before a holy, rightcous, 
and impartial Judge, and earneſtly long tor that 
happy State where Sin and Temptation ſhall be no 
more, where Virtue ſhall be perfected, and Eternity 
ſpent in a delightful Senſe of God's Favour, the 
Society of bleſſed Spirits, and in grateful Halleluiahs 
unto him that fits on the Throne and unto his Lamb. 


This Glory and Felicity is well ſecured being kid 


with Chriſt in God, and laid up in Heaven for the 
Saints. But though thoſe that dic in the Lord, im- 
mediately enter into a State of much greater Hap- 
pineſs than this World will admit of, and there- 
fore may in a comparative Senle be ſaid 70 go 
to. Chriſt which is bcit of all, yet our full Re» 
ward will not be given til! that Day, that great 
Day of Chrill's lolemn, appearing ro Judgment. 
The Crown is now laid up, and {hall be hen 
given. A State of Dilcipline and Purgation after 
this Life is a Dectrine very gainful to the Clergy 
of the Romiſh Church (if indeed we ought to 


call rhcle great Corrupters of Chrillianity a Chriſtian | | 


Church) bur void. of all Support fram Scripture 
and Realon, St Pauls wiſh that be might depart and 
: . 1 | 0 


Rectitude and Holineſs of the Saints in a future State 


1 4 
g0 10 Cbriſt which was beſt of all, as well as the 
Piomile made to the penitent Thief, and the Parable of 


. the rich Man and the Lazar, are quite oppoſite 


to the Fancy ot the Sleep of the Soul in the inter- 
mediate State. Good and bad Men molt certainly 
carry Conſcioulnels with them to the inviſible 
World; and, if they do, mult be very conſiderably 
happy, or miſerable, as well by reaſon of their pre- 
ſent Feelings, as from a more clear and certain View 
of the awtul and important Iſſues of Things; but 
that their Happinels and Miſery till the Day of 
Judgment is incomplete, the New 'Feltament fre- 
quentiy and clearly aſlerts. | 

This Subject is molt fruitful of good Inſtruc- 
tions; ſome of them have been already. hinted at, 
ad I mult beſpeak your Paticuce till I juſt name 
a {ew more that naturally offer themſelves to our 
"Thoughts. I | 


- Firſt, Has the Apoſtle repreſented the future 
Happineſs as a Prize, which they only who overcome 
and fiziſh their Courſe well, ſhall ob ain? hence we 
may ſee the unaccountable Folly of too many, 
proſeſſing themſelves Chriſtians, who flatter them- 
ſelves with vain and deluhve Hopes of Happineſs 
upon a quite different Conduct. Will the call- 
ing Chriſt Lord, Lord, profeſſing to be his Diſci- 
ples, and pretending love to him, and faith in him; 
will going the round of the inttrumental Duties 
of Religion, when our Appecites and Paſſions re- 
main ſtill unſubdued, ever intitle us to the Re— 
ward of thote who overcome? Can a Perſon's be- 
ginning in the Spirit, if yet he end in the Fleſh ? 
his running well for a while, if he ſuffers himſelf 
ro give up or be diverted trom the right Path of 
his Duty, give a wile Man Hopes ot obtaining 

that 


898 * 


9 
that Crown which is promiſed to thoſe only that , 
finiſh their Chrittian Courſe ? ſurely no, let us then 7 
ſo run 'as we may obtain, always remembring thar , 
it is by a patient Continuance in Tellus that we 
mult /ook for Glory, Honour, and Immortality, und 
attain to eternal Life, and that they only, ꝛb ate 
faithful unto the Wo Hail obtain ihe Crown we 
Life. : | 


4 Do's the Apoſtle repreſent the future Hup- 
pineſs of good Men, by the Metaphor of a Crown? 
We may hence be aſſured that it muſt needs be 
well worth contending for. Can we appear in a— 
ny other than a molt ridiculous Light to ſupe— 
rior wiſe Beings, when they bchold us uling fe 
much Art and Addreſs, ſperding ſo many thought- 
tul Days and waking Nights, ſubmitting to ſo 
great Fatigue, Hazard and Pain, for the acquiring 
the molt empty Vanitießs; and this often at the Ex- 
pence of the Peace of our own Minds, the E- 
ſteem of good Men, the Favour of God, and our 
own eternal Happineſs; whilit that only, which 
is, in truth, worthy of our greateſt Care (the 
Improvement of our rational and moral Powers, 
acting well that part for which God gave ws thele 
Powers, and ſent us into this World, and ſe- 
curing the Favour of God and a happy Eterni- 
ty) is almoſt altogether neglected, as tho' it were 
a mere by-Work, and of little or no Conſequence 
to us? And yet alas! my Brethren, is not this 
too generally the caſe? how many are there that 
ſpend their Money for that which is not Bread, and 
their Labour for that which ſatisfieth not; who ſell 
their Birthright (a Title to the heavenly Inheti- 
tance) as it were 3 a Marſel of Pottage? that 

2 lay 
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ſay who will ſhew us any Good, but are little ſoli- 
citous to have God lift upon them the light of bis 
Countenance, and to grant them his Salvation ? 


z. If the future Reward is a Crown of Righte- 
buſue /s and to be given by the Lord the Righte- 
ous Judge; then we may reſt aſſured, that none 
but a good Man can poſſibly obtain it. By a 

ood Man I mean one who is perſonally and in- 
Wardly holy, one who, from a Faith in God and 
Reverence of him, has with Care and Pains cul- 
rivated and acquired virtuous and good Diſpoſi- 
tions. has fougbt the good Fight, and finiſhed bis 
Courſe. Whatever has been taught by ſome for 
the Religiomof Jeſus z ſurely to alledge that Men 
may be damned tor Crimes which they never did 
commit, nor could poſſibly help the Commiſſion 
of; or rewarded for the Holineſs and Righteouſ- 
nels which the Judge muſt perfectly know is not 
their own is to aſſert, almoſt in plain Terms, that 
the Lord the Judge is not a righteous one, and 
is utterly inconſiſtent with the current and te— 
nor of both the Old and new Jeſtament, in which 
we wc ſo frequently and ſtrongly aſſured that Men 
evill be rewarded actording to their Worts, and the 
good or bad Improvement of their Talents. How 
much 1s it to be bewailed that ſo many, under 
pretence of magnifying the Grace of God to the 
Elect (by which they roo often mean theſe of 
their own Party and diſtinguiſhing” Principles 'and 
Modes of Worſhip) overturn his cſſential Recti— 
rude, and by this means ſubvert natural and re- 
vealed Religion at once, render it impoſſible to 
jove, or truſt in the righteous Jadpe, and expoſe 
the holy Religion of Jeſus to the Jeſt and Scorn 

df Uubcelicvers. 3 
4. Is 
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4. Is che future Reward a Crown of Rigbie- 
ouſne/s? then no good Man can poſſibly miſs of it. 
Whoever has a Reverence for God, cndeavours © 
to obey the Dictates of Conſcience, believes in, and 
lives under the Influence of ſuch Revelations as 
the Wiſdom of God ces fit to favour him with, 
cheriſhes the good Diſpoſitions of Piety, Righte- 
Ouinels, Truth, Charity and Sobriety, and bears 
down the contrary Diſpoſitions, and reſolinly per- 
ſeveres in ſuch a courſe, ſuch an one, I fay, is the 
Friend of God, and molt undoubtedly will be 
happy. *'Tis-not- our being deſcended of this or 
the other Stock, nor our being favoured with this 
or the other external Form of Religion; It is not 
our joining in religious Communion co this or the 
other Party of Chriftiansz It is not an high Pre- 
tence to Zeal, nor the Knowledge of deep and 
myſterious Points; It is not a regular and punctual 
Attendance upon fome, nay nor even all, oft the 
inſtrumental Offices of Religion, that will be a 
good Plea for Favour at the Tribunal of a juſt and 
impartial Judge, Nothing will then ſtand us in- 
ſtead but what has been done in us and by us, 
through the gracious Aſſiſtances afforded to us, to- 
gether with the Mercy of God declared in the Gol- 
pel, according to which we mult then be judged. 
And whoever has made a- good Improvement of 
the Advantages afforded him by Nature and Grace, 
has, from a prevailing Regard to God and Virtue, 
reſiſted Temptations, ſubdued corrupt Affections, 
Luſts and turbulent Paſſions, and perſeveres in this 
Courſe to the end, making Allowance for the Frailties 
and Infirmities inſeparable from our preſent iinper- 
fect Stare, ſuch a one I ſay has made his Calling 
and Election ſure; for the righteous God loveth Righte» 


ouſneſs 
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cuſne s; his Countenance beboldeth. the upright; and 
what he loves mult moſt certainly be happy; 
Light is ſown for the Righteous, and Glaanefs 
for the upright in Heart. Such may have Peace 
in their latter End, and ſay with the Apoſtle 
in my Text, when the time of their Departure is 
4 at hand, Henceforih is laid up for me a Crown of 
{ Righteouſneſs, which the righteous Fudge the Lord 
1 will give me in that Day, and not to me only but 
1 unte all them alſo that love his appearing; I do not 
harbour Sin nor delight in it after the inward Man, 
and therefore I know that nothing ſball be able to 
ſeparate between my Soul and tbe Love of Chriſt . 
Jeſus my Lord. 


7. Do theſe Chriſtians, and Chriſtian Miniſters, 
who run with patience the Race ſet before them, and 
Finiſh their Courſe, ſecure a Title to this Crown of 
e ge let us from hence be taught rather 
to imitate their Virtues, and be followers of their 
Faith, than to /orrow over them as tho" we had no 
= - &Sope. No doubt as Nature requires it, fo God 

| will indulge us in a reaſonable and juſt Concern for 
the removal ot thole who have been dear to us, 
and qualified for eminent Uſefulneſs in promoting 
the Cauſe of Virtue and Religion in the World: 
Hall the Righteous periſh from off the Earth and 
| there be no Man to las it to heart? What a Num- 
% ber of bright Ornaments and able Supporters of 
'FF 42 Religion, Virtue, and Liberty, has the holy, the 
wr LU wile and was Lord removed from their Station 
of Uſefulneſs among us, to receive the Reward of 
their faithful Services, and zo go to Chriſt which 
was for them indeed belt df all, but for the Churches, 
as far as we are able to judge, an almoſt irreparabie 
Loſs. . And. this laſt Stroke, which cannot bur * 
e 
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fet both you and me in a very ſenſible Manner, 
is, I aſſure you, none of the lighteſt. I never much 7 
affected funeral Panegyricks, becauſe by dri wing 
Characters too perfect we generally give Diſguſt. 
It is far from my Intention to repreſent your late 
Reverend Paſtor free from Failings, or even from 
Faults; I never knew nor had Reaſon to believe 
there was ſuch a Man upon the Earth as did 
good aeithout finning alſo, the Man Chriſt Jeſus 
only excepted. But this | will take upon me 

to ſay, and for the Truth of it can appeal to 
ſuch of you as were happy in the greateſt In- 
timacy with him, that he had as few Faults, and 
poſſeſſed as many Excellencies, and in as high a 
Degree, as moſt Men I ever knew, My Inti- 
macy with him for above twenty Years gave me 
an Opportunity of forming a tolerable Judgment 
of him; during all which time our Friendſhip ne- 
ver ſuffered the leaſt Interruption. His natural In- 
duements were ſingularly valuable; his Appre- 
henſion quick, his Memory extraordinary, and his 
Judgment ſound, ſo that, when conſidered in all 
thee reſpects, he had very few were his Equals. 
And thele natural Abilities he had carefully culti- * 
vated by as cloſe an Application to Study, eſpe- 
cially in his younger Years, as moſt Miniſters the 
Diſſenters have to boaſt of, And when his own 
private Affairs, aud his Zeal to ſerve others, rendered 
it impoſſible for him to proſecute his Studies with 
his wonted Ardor and Aſſiduity, yet his ardent love 
of Knowledge always appeared inthis, that nothin 
that was eſteemed in the learned World eſcaped: his 
Obſervation z nor did he ſtop at any Expences to 
purchaſe ſuch Wiſdom; and amidſt a hurry of o- 
ther Buſineſs his intimate Friends knew that he 
always made himlelf maſter of ſuch Writings, could 

weigh 
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weigh the Strength of their Reaſonings, and point 
out clearly chew Weakneſs and Defects. What he 
wanted in time his own vaſt and comprehenſive 
Genius amply made up for, and whilſt to a diſtant 
Obſerver he ſeemed to read nothing, ro ſuch as 
knew him well he appeared maſter of almoſt all 
valuable and uſeful Knowledge. If a ſtudied Ele- 
gance of his public Compoſitions could not well 
be always expected from one ſo much advanced in 
Years, and ſo much otherwiſe imployed, it is cer- 
rain however upon ſome Occaſtons he excelled, even 
taken in this Light: Bur as his Mind was fo am- 
ply ttored with all the uſeful Truths of natural 
. and revealed Religion, it was impoſſible that his 
moſt haſty and inaccurate Productions ſhould not 
always be edifying; and ſuch Strokes of Oratory 
and good Senſe were to be met with in them 
as mult charm and ſurprize his Hearers of beſt Taſte 
and Learning. Indeed it is with me ſomewhat 
doubtful, whether the moſt ſubtle Reafoning, diſ- 
guiſed Method, and ſtudied Eloquence, be either 
molt improving or entertaining even to the belt 
Judges in our Congregations. ' Faith muſt come by 
ſuch a h:aring of the Word of God as will at once 
imform and convince the Judgment, and warm 
the Heart, and captivate the AﬀeCtions. And I 
cannot think it any want of reſpect to the bulk 
of Hearers to ſuppoſe that to anſwer theſe Ends 
great Plainneſs of Speech is neceſſary z and that 
the Words of Mens Wiſdom would oftentimes 
prove altogether inſignificant. . By the one Me- 
thod many gain the Reputation of accurate Preach- 
ers, being more admired than underſtood, but it is 
to be feared they are generally but tintling Cymbals, 
who preach themſelves rather than Chriſt Jeſus the 
Lord, However, that I may not be Mens 

- 


Lf] 
diſparage ſuch elegant and accurate Diſcourſes, ras 
ther becauſe they require Genius and Application 


ſuperior to my own, than for the Reafons already 


afligned, I ſhall not take upon me to ſay more upon 
this Subject; nor pretend to determine whether it 
was from Choice, or ſome times from Neccſſiiy, 
that his Sermons in the latter part of his. Lite, 
weie not always ſo exact as the moſt judici- 
ous and critical of his Hearers could have wiſh- 
ed; but this I will affirm that all his public Per- 
formances were ſo full of good Senſe, judicious 
Obſervations, and profitable Inſtructions, and de- 


livered with ſuch Vivacity and Fervor, that his, 


Taile muſt have been nice to à great Fault who: 
eould' not find much more to praiſe than cenſure, 
or who could return from this place without be- 
ing at once pleaſed and edified. But tho' I ſhould 
grant that in regard to his natural and acquired 


Abilities your late Reverend and Dear Paſtor had 


lome Competitors, or even Equals, yet there is 
one part of his Character with which you muſt 


be ſuppoſcd much better acquainted than I, where- 
in he ſtands unrivalcd, and in which he ſhines far 


above all the Men I cver knew; and that is his 
unconquerable Love of Juſtice and of Mankind. 


To go imo a full Induction of the particular In- 
ſtances of this kind would be as impoſſible as to 


uſe Arguments to prove it would be mecedlcfs ; 


but J may ſay be went abuut as his Maſter doing 
Good, Did he not ſerve this way the Stranger 


equally with the Acquaintance, the Poar as: chear- 
fully as the Rich, and the Ent my as: well as the 
Friend? Can any: one pretend to ſhew that he 


eſpouſed the rich Man's Cauſe againſt the poor 
Man's, but when Righieouſneſs and Truth obliged.. 


him fo to do? In doing Good he truly imitated 
D * 
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. heavenly Father; he was 10 Reſpecter of Per- 
ſons, but very often ſerved the evil and unthanks 

1. I have often known him take part with a 
Stranger of little Conſequence, againſt the power- 
ful and mighty, for whom he. had conceived the 
greateſt Regard; and fo remarkable was he in 
forgiving Injuries that if at any time a Perſon, who 
had treated him ill, ſtood in necd of his Counlel 
and Aſſiſtance, he ſeemed to ſerve ſuch an one 
with a more than ordinary Readineſs, Alacrity, 
and Zeal. Was he mercenary ? No, he did his 
good Offices not only without Money and with. 

out Price, but to the neglect of his family Affairs, 

and at a conſideraliſe Expence. Did he do ſuch 

Works to he ſeen of Men? No, his Zeal to maine 

tain Juſtice, and the Cauſe of the Poor which he 

ſearched out. and to oppoſe all forts of Oppreſſion 
and illegal Exactions, were the main, if not the 

only Reaſons that ever he had an Enemy; but he | 

will have Honour from God for contemning the 

Praiſe of ſuch Men. If he at any time adviſed 

to ſeek out ones juſt Right by due Courſe of Law, 

t this was not done till the Mcthods of Peace 

had heen tried in vain, or rejected. And if the } 

Peace-maker be bleſſed, how many Bleſſings do's 

his Memory deſerve ? how many may we hope 

will be intailed upon his Family and Offspring ? 
And how great muſt his Reward be from the 

Prince of Peace, and with the peaceful Society of | 

the Bleſſed in Heaven? 7Zruely God is not unrighteous 

to forget his Labour of Love; and if a Cup of cold 

Water given to the thirfly will in no wiſe loſe its 

Reward, may we not, nay are we not conſtrained 

to belicye, that zhere is laid up for him an exceed-- 

ing great and an eternal Weight of Cluny? 8 : 

e e 8 Thus 
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Thus have 1 endeavoured to do what Juſtice Þ 


* N 


could to the Memory of your late worthy Paſtor, 2 


Characters ſo amiable and uncommon ought ro 


be bad in everlaſiing Remembrance, And it is our 
Duty o mark the perfect and upright Man, as well 
to teſtify our Reſpect to them, as for our own Ad- 


vantage. I have this for my Satisfaction that 1 


have not painted above the Life, and I am per- 
ſuaded you will rather blame me for ſaying roo 
little, than imagine I have in any thing exceeded 
the Truth; out of the Abundance of my own 


Heart my Mouth has ſpoken, IT ſhall only add 


that his warm Attachment the Cauſe of Li- 
berty (that Liberty wherewith '*- * has rad us 
free) at a time when it was thuught be gu 
have ſuffered much in his Worldly Cuc.alliyuccs 
on that account, and when he could not fo well 
as afterwards have born ſuch a Loſs, is, in my 
Apprehenſion, none of the leaſt of his Glories; as, 
my Brethren, your Steadineſs upon that Occaſion 

is highly for your Honour. You had too good 


a Taſte, and knew him roo well, to loſe the Ad- 


vantage of his Paſtoral Labours in Compliance with 
popular Clamour and Calumny, or the Ruge and 
Bigotry of ſuch as profeſſed themſelves to be Mi- 
niſters of the Meck Jeſus, The Loss of a Paſ- 
tor ſo accompliſhed, and of ſuch a Friend, and 
Fellow-Labourer in the Work of Chriſt, muſt needs 
very deeply affect both you and me, Ler us nor 
however forget that our Duty is Submiſſion to 
the adorable Governor of the Univerſe, who do's 


all things, could we bur ſee it, wiſely and well; 


that we muſt not depend too much upon Means, 


but look to God with whom is the reſidue of 


the Spirit. And may our God abundauily ſupply all 
your ſpiritual Wants in Chriſt Jeſus our Lord; and 
f make 
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make you once more happy in an able Miniſter 
of the New Teſtamemt, that may be an Helper of f 
your Faith and Foy. Be ze Followers of him and * 
others, in all Goodneſs, who thro' Faith and Patience 
inherit the Promiſes, Tho' he is dead, let the In- a 
ſtructions you have received from him ſtill live in 
your Hearts; and rejoice in this, that your Los 
is his great Gain; that he is gone to Chritt, 
which is belt of all; and having fought the 
good Fight, and finiſhed bis Courſe thro Faith, 
henceforth is laid up for him a Crown of Rigbte- 
onſneſs, which the Righteous Judge, the Lord, will 
give unto him in that Day, and to you and all 
others that love his paring 
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